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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

- Margaret Mead, Coming of Age in Samoa, 1928
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Introduction

A Google search using the keywords “school libraries” + “advocacy” resulted
in 6,590 hits; and using the keywords (without the quotation marks or commas)
“school libraries” + “politics,” “‘school libraries” + “history,” and “school
libraries” + “legislation” garnered similar results. After perusing many of the
hits and reading information from several of the 50 states, one realizes that
school libraries still need help, even though positive outcomes have occurred
throughout the country. The positive outcomes have usually been the result of
strong and well-organized political advocacy by library media specialists, in
collaboration with school administrators, parents, teachers, students,

publishers, vendors, and the community at large.
Here are some examples of gains that have been made and work yet to be done:

Maryland, 1998: “School library funds—(1) In this subsection, ‘new
local school board funds means additional funding provided by the local school
boards for elementary school libraries in excess of the fiscal 1998 funding
provided by the local school boards for elementary school libraries . . . (5) The
State Superintendent shall establish guidelines and criteria for the expenditure
of funds under this subsection. In developing guidelines, priority shall be given
to updating library book and other resource collections” (“House Bill 434 n.

pag.).

lowa, 2001: “It is important for all school library media specialists to
become active participants in the lobbying efforts to reinstate the requirement
for school library media specialists back into the Code of lowa . . . The
following resources have been developed to assist you in your lobbying efforts.
Please note that these pre-made letters are not intended to be used verbatim, so
please feel free to modify” (“Legislative Issues” n. pag.).

New Mexico, April 18,2002: “HJM 54 Public School Library
Materials was heard by the House Education Subcommittee and received a ‘do
pass’ recommendation. They were unable to act on it before the session ended .
.. Introduce (again) a Memorial in the State Legislature to have library
materials funded from the same line in the state education budget as textbooks.
It was introduced this year, but never reached a vote as the session ended. The
goal is one book per student” (“General Membership Meeting” n. pag.).
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Kansas, November, 2002: “SCHOOL FINANCE LEGISLATION
is a major concern. More than significant cuts are expected . . . We need to
lobby heavily for a tax increase to fund K-12 education. Non-mandated
programs are always considered for cuts. If school budgets are cut, school
library programs are cut” (“Current Legislation and Regulation Issues” n. pag.).

Massachusetts, December, 2002: “Massachusetts education
policy makers are not supporting the power of school library media centers to
help students achieve. There is great inequity in access to quality literature,
information, and library professionals in schools throughout the state . . . The
MA Department of Education has no administrator designated to provide
leadership and set standards for school library media programs statewide.
Neither MA education reform legislation nor the MA Board of Education
provides specific funding, leadership, or plans for improving public school
library media services. The progressive decay of library media programs in
many MA schools has compromised the success of education reform”
(“Legislation” Massachusetts n. pag.).

Colorado, 2002: “The State Grants for Libraries Act (SB00-85) was
passed and signed into law in 2000. Since then, this act has provided needed
educational materials for more than 290 school, public, and academic libraries
annually . . . In 2002, because of an anticipated shortfall in state revenues,
funding for State Grants to Libraries program was eliminated. Enabling
legislation remains on the books, but no money to purchase resources is
available” (“The Impact of State Funding for Libraries” n. pag.).

Indiana, 2002: “The second portion of the reading initiative that
relates to early reading, the School Library Printed Materials Grant, provides a
dollar for dollar match to local school corporations to update school libraries
and purchase new books. The goal of the original 1997 portion was to purchase
two books per student per year. The grant program grew from $4 million for the
1997-1999 biennium to $6 million for 2001-2003. Nearly 226,000 books were
purchased by the fall of 2002” (“Improving School Libraries” n. pag.).

California, 2003: “You saved the Public School Library Act line item
last year with your phone calls, letters, and visits detailing why we need to be a
separate and distinct line item. We need to do it again! Come back and check
the CSLA Web site regularly for alerts on what other action is needed. The
students of California are depending on you” (“Legislation” California n. pag.).

Texas, 2003: “The Texas Education Agency has included funding in
the amount of 30 cents per student for school library materials through Rider
62 in its Legislative Appropriations Request for 2004-2005. The funding source
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for this program is available federal and state discretionary funds. However,
given recent budget reductions, it is unlikely TEA will have sufficient
unexpended federal or state discretionary funds to cover the cost of this
program” (“Texas Library Association” n. pag.).

... and finally,

South Carolina, 1927: “In 1904 a library act was passed which
resulted in the establishment of small book collections in some rural schools.
The salient feature of this act ‘to encourage the establishment of libraries in the
public schools of the rural districts’ was the provision of an appropriation of
$5,000 annually by the state to be offered in small amounts to schools raising
an equal amount, which, in turn, must be met by a third like sum from the
county board of the applying school . . . The law is still on the statute books but
it is inoperative. Since 1927 there has been no state appropriation to support it”
(“The Libraries of South Carolina” n. pag.).

It seems the more things change, the more they stay the same. The quotes
reflected above, and many more, show that for some reason school libraries and
the people committed to their excellence in providing the best for students and
teachers have had a constant struggle in the area of securing funding for
materials and staffing. Even though several studies since the 1960s have
pointed to the connection between strong school library programs and higher
student achievement, the powers that be on local, state, and national levels still
just do not seem to get it. Strong grass roots advocacy on the part of library
media specialists and their friends and supporters has always played an
important part in whatever successes have been achieved. Even during crucial
budget deficits and other bad times strong school library advocacy has often
prevented funding from being obliterated altogether.

The purpose of Political Advocacy for School Librarians: You Have the
Power! is to empower school librarians and their colleagues within the school
community (and the larger community) to become leaders in advocating for
school libraries in the political arena on local, state, and national levels. (Note:
The term “librarians” or “school librarians” will be used throughout this book
to denote professionals who hold a specific school library certificate or
credential. This will include library media specialists, library media teachers,
library media coordinators, library teachers, teacher-librarians, or whatever
other term a particular state education agency, school district, or school uses for
these professional educators.)

Chapter 1 covers the rationale for getting political, and explains why
political advocacy is essential in today’s climate in the state houses of the
nation and in Washington, DC. Chapter 2 helps to remove the mystique from
the targets of advocacy: school board members and local, state, and national
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legislators, and provides tips for establishing good relationships with them.
Chapter 3 discusses the message: how to create strong messages using current
research as significant ammunition, how to create good sound bites, and how to
formulate the answers to tough questions. Chapter 4 provides tips on delivering
the message, including how to write lobbying letters, how to speak before
boards and committees, and how to be comfortable when meeting legislators or
their staff people in person. Chapter 5 covers participation in library legislative
days on the federal, state, and local level, what to expect, and how to enjoy the
experience. Chapter 6 presents some success stories from colleagues around the
country, which will show how leaders in the advocacy effort accomplished
notable results by working through their schools, school districts, local and
state teachers’ associations, state school library associations, and state
departments of education, and how technology presented itself as a helpful
tool.

Political advocacy works. You have the power. Use it!

Why Listen to Me?

I voted for the President of the United States at the age of five. The year
was 1942, we were at war, and on Election Day in early November my dad
took me into the voting booth with him. I already knew how to recognize the
letters of the alphabet, and using the small rubber “X” stamp, I followed my
dad’s instructions and placed the stamp first on the inkpad, and then “next to
the name that begins with the letter ‘R’” on the paper ballot. This simple act
was the beginning of the making of a true “political junkie.”

I was fortunate to grow up in a home where the issues of the day were
constantly discussed at the dinner table. I had involved parents who read up on
the issues, joined organizations, wrote letters, made phone calls, always voted,
and felt that their voice counted when things needed to be changed. Political
involvement and awareness was a way of life for our family. When I attended
elementary school, I was also lucky to have several teachers who reinforced
and enhanced what I was learning at home. Louise Budde, my fourth grade
teacher, taught me to read carefully, loudly, and clearly. Faith Pascal, my fifth
grade teacher, ran her classroom like a democracy. We voted on everything! We
discussed, and discussed, and discussed. She taught us to listen, to think, to
evaluate ideas, and to look for more information when we needed it. Juanita
Parks in junior high school made us learn lists and lists of new vocabulary
words. And Mrs. Wright (whose first name I have forgotten) was a stickler for
correct writing. She even deducted points for every missing or misplaced
commal

Skip to 1978 when I was elected to be one of the 31 California delegates to
the first White House Conference on Library and Information Services
(WHCLIS) to be held in 1979 in Washington, DC. It was at this conference that
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